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Concept Note 

 
Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, Nepal 

 

National Conference on 

Sociology of Nepal: Social Structure and Transformation 
 

21-22 November 2014, Kathmandu 

 

 

The state and society in Nepal are undergoing rapid and epochal transformations on many fronts since 

the 1990s and their speed is all the more geared up especially after 2006. This has both local and global 
contexts. Nepal’s increasing incorporation into global economy, the novel developmental discourses (of 
human rights, human development, inclusion, empowerment, etc.), insurgency and the subsequent 
peace process, efforts at constitution-making and resultant debates on identity and state restructuring, 
and the two principal communist parties' acknowledgement that Nepal had entered a capitalist phase, 
are some of the manifestations of these epochal transformations. Class, caste, gender, diversity, 
poverty, regionalism, sexuality and many other dimensions of societal (in)equality have recently 
received renewed prominence in the public sphere. Their prominence can be observed in different 
layers/spheres of everyday life, including household, community, state, livelihood domains, migration 
regimes, etc. Nepalese sociologists have been at the forefront of recognizing, analyzing, debating and 
public opinion-making in many of these important processes. 

Professor Chaitanya Mishra is one of few public figures in Nepal from academia who has been quite 
extensively engaged in such a process of knowledge-production and circulation. For more than three 
decades Prof. Mishra taught at Tribhuvan University, carried out research of theoretical and policy 
significance, and engaged himself productively in public debates through writing and publishing. Prof. 
Mishra started his career as a Sub-Editor of The Rising Nepal (English Daily) since 1972, and became the 
founding chairperson of the Department of Sociology/Anthropology at Tribhuvan University in 1981. 
There are many publications to his credit, including Badalindo Nepali Samaj (2010), Essays on the 
Sociology of Nepal (2007), Nepal ra Punjibad (2006). Prof. Mishra is retiring very soon from Tribhuvan 
University. 
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The proposed Conference is organized in honor of Prof. Mishra recognizing his pioneering contribution 
toward the introduction and expansion of the discipline of sociology in Nepal, and his regular and 
productive engagement in academic and public debates. As such, the Conference will review and reflect 
on the academic contributions of Prof. Mishra (day one), and will organize sessions for stand-alone 
contributions on any dimensions of Nepali society (day two). There will also be a valedictory lecture by 
Prof. Mishra. Arrangements have been made to publish the Conference proceedings for wider public 
dissemination. 

Write up specification: The length of the abstract and paper should follow the word limits. While an 
abstract can have about 300 words, a full-fledged conference paper should not exceed 6,000 words. For 
formatting, referencing, bibliography, etc.  please follow the APA Quick Guide 
(https://www.libraries.psu.edu/content/dam/psul/up/lls/documents/APA_Quick_Citation_Guide.pdf).  

Registration fee:  Each participant including paper presenter is requested to pay a registration fee of Rs. 
1,500 (Rs 1,000 for students and participants from out of the Valley) to meet the costs of logistics, meal 
and snacks. The payment, which is compulsory, can be made at the time of registration. 

Dates to remember: 

15 September 2014 

30 September 2014 

       Abstract submission 

       Notification of the acceptance of the abstract 

30 October 2014        Submission of the conference paper  

21-22 November 2014        Conference  

1 January 2015        Submission of the final paper (for publication) 

 

Venue: Staff College, Jawalakhel (Main Hall) – for the first day; Hotel Orchid, Tripureshwar – for the 
second day. 

Accommodation arrangements: For the accommodation of participants coming from out-of-the Valley, 
NUTA Guest House at TU Gate has been reserved for 4-6 Mangsir. Please contact Mr. Michael Lama, 
Guest House Manager, at 9841835573 for detail. 

Advisory committee: 

 Prof. Dr. Kailash Nath Pyakurel, Vice-Chancellor, University of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Chitwan (former head, Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology, TU). 

 Prof. Dr. Ganesh Man Gurung, Member, Constituent Assembly (former head, Central 
Department of Sociology/Anthropology, TU). 

 Dr. Ganesh Gurung, Executive Director, National Institute of Development Studies (NIDS), 
Kathmandu (former member, National Planning Commission). 

 Prof. Dr. Om Gurung, Head, Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology, TU. 

 Prof. Dr. Ram Bahadur Chhetri (former head and currently at Central Department of 
Sociology/Anthropology, TU). 

 Prof. Dr. Dilli Ram Dahal (then at the Center for Nepal and Asian Studies, TU). 
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For further information please contact: y.luintel@cdsatu.edu.np. 

 

 

Conference Organizing Committee 
 

MPhil Programme in Sociology, TU, Kirtipur 
Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology, TU, Kirtipur 

 

Departments of Sociology/Anthropology at: 
Padma Kanya Campus, Kathmandu 
Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara 

Thakur Ram Multiple Campus, Birgunj 
Tri-Chandra Multiple Campus, Kathmandu 

 

 

Version: 9 September 2014, Kathmandu 
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Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, Nepal 

 

National Conference on 

Sociology of Nepal: Social Structure and Transformation 
 

 

21-22 November 2014, Kathmandu 
 

 

 

8:30-9:00 Arrival, registration and break fast 

9:00 -10:30  Session I: Inauguration  

Chief guest: Prof. Kailash Nath Pyakurel, Vice-Chancellor, Agriculture and Forestry University. 

Guest of honour: Prof. Chaitanya Mishra. 

Keynote speech by Prof. Ganesh Man Gurung, Member of Constituent Assembly, Chairperson – 
Sociological and Anthropological Society of Nepal (SASON). 

11:00-11:30 Tea break 

10:30-01:15  Session II: Contributions of Prof. Chaitanya Mishra - I 
 

Chair: Prof. Dilli Ram Dahal 

Ghanashyam Bhusal -  

Gagan Thapa - 

z'qm/fh clwsf/L, PhD - ;fdflhs kl/jt{gsf] ljZn]if0fdf k|fWofks ld>sf] of]ubfg 

Y. R. Luintel, PhD – Capitalism and Nepal: Some comments on the debate initiated by Prof. Mishra  

M. Subedi -  Political transition and governance discourses in Nepal : An essay in honour of Prof. Mishra  

Floor discussion 

01:15 - 02:15    Lunch break 

Programme schedule 

Day I: 21 November 2014    •   Staff College (Main Hall)   •   Jawalakhel, Lalitpur 
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02:15-03:45 Session III: Contributions of Prof. Chaitanya Mishra - II 

 

Chair: Prof. Kailash Nath Pyakurel 

 

Shyam Shrestha –  

Pramod Bhatta, PhD - Education and social transformation of Nepal: An engagement with the writings of 
Chaitanya Mishra 

T. R. Gautam, PhD - Ethnicity as a social and historical product: Some reflections on Chaitanya Mishra’s 
contributions  

Tulsi Ram. Pandey, PhD – Theoretical and methodological contributions in social analysis by Prof Mishra: 
Some reflections 

Floor discussion 

4:00-4:15           Tea break 

 

03:45-04:15         Session IV: Valedictory Lecture 

Prof. Chaitanya Mishra: Household, generational, and fraternal pathways to poverty and prosperity 

 

04:15                     End of the first day programme 
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08:30-09:00 Arrival and break fast 

09:00-10:00                                                            Session I 

Room 'A' (upper floor) Room 'B' (Lower floor) 
 

Sociology of poverty and urban squatting 
Chair:  Dr. Ganesh Gurung 

 

Sociology of tourism 
Chair: Mr. Phadindreshwar Poudyal 

 
Balaram Acharya – Migration and squatter 
formation in urban context: What lessons can 
we learn? 

B. K. Parajuli, PhD & Bharat Gurung - Perception and 
motivation of female trekking guides on tourism in 
Pokhara 

Dyuti Baral - Pathways out of poverty: Analyzing 
child labour in the context of mother’s learning 

Prapanna Maskey - Dynamics in tourism sector: 
Reflections on some recent protests in Nepal Tourism 
Board 

10:00 – 10:15    Tea break 

 

10:15-11:45                                                         Session II 

 

Sociology of developmental practices 
Chair:  Prof. Ram Bahadur Chhetri 

 

Sociology of marriage and family 
Chair: Krishna Bhattachan, PhD 

 

Sambhu Kattel, PhD -  Politics and practices of 
‘people’s participation’ in infrastructure 
development 

 

Prof. Samira Luitel  - The family and the shifting 
challenges of women  

Keshav Raj Silwal – Transformations in Nepal's 
Maoists: Will they transform the country? 

Madhavi Bhatta, PhD and JooHee Lee, PhD - Marriage 
migration from Nepal to Korea: A recent trend 

Madhav Pd. Timilsina - Social audit: Its practices 
and challenges in Nepal 

Gyanu Chhetri, PhD - Parental selection of spouses in 
Nepal: Is patriarchy being nurtured in the family? 

11:45-12:45         Lunch break  

 

12:45-2:45                                                          Session III 

 

Debate on ethnicity, inclusion & identity 
Chair: Prof. Om Gurung 

 

Sociology of gender relations 
Chair:  Prof. Samira Luitel 

 

k[taxfb'/ lai6 - ;'b'/klZrddf 5fpk8L k|yfsf] 

cEof; / kl/jt{g 

 

zflGt kf]v/]n e';fn - Dffgj Oltxf; / n}+lustfsf] 

;fdflhs lgdf{0f 

Raju Kumar Rai - Continuity and change in Durga Devkota, PhD and Prof. Kailash Nath Pyakuryal 

Day II: 22 November 2014   •    Orchid Hotel  •  Tripureshwar 
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‘Sangchep’ among the Bantawa Rai in East Nepal - Changing gender roles and rural agricultural system  

Dinesh Prasain, PhD - What is ‘social’? The basics 
of sociology and the social inclusion discourses 
in Nepal … 

Sandhya Basnet, PhD - Nepal and Norway: Making 
sense of comparison in gender roles 

Prem Chalaune - The debate of federalism in 
Nepal  

Sumanta Ghimire - Gender sensitization: A review of 
primary school curriculum 

02:45 – 03:00    Tea break 

03:00-04:30                                                         Session IV 
 

Sociology of education 
Chair:  Pratyush Onta, PhD 

 

Adaptation, change and transformation 
Chair:  Sudhindra Sharma, PhD 

 

Bidya Bhattarai - Attitudes of female teachers 
toward teachers' unions 

 

Anita Shrestha - Climate change: Impact in drinking 
water and socio-cultural adaptation 

N. Acharya, S. Sharma, T. Budhathoki & P. Rai - 
Socio-educational issues of urban public schools 
and of the slums … 

Anita Wagle - Suicidal rate on the rise: The trend of 
suicide in Chitwan district during 2061-2069 BS 

/fdrGb| a/fn, PhD - ;dfhzf:qLo lzIf0f 

k2ltx? slt Jofjxfl/s< 

Roshan Raj Baral - Capitalist transition of Nepal: 
Stepping towards 'monetized social relations' 

04:30-04:45        Tea break 

 

04:45-06:30                                      Panel Discussion (Room 'A' upper floor) 

Promoting sociology in Nepal: Challenges and future strategies 

 

Panelists:  Prof. Chaitanya Mishra, Prof. Kailash Nath Pyakurel, Prof. Ganesh Man Gurung, Prof. Tulsi Ram 
Pandey, Dr. Gyanu Chhetri 

Moderator: Dr. Youba Raj Luintel 

Discussants: Suraj Bhattarai, Birendra Shah, Prof. BK Parajuli, Chiranjibee Acharya (Kiran), Madhusudan 
Subedi, Dr. Tikaram Gautam, Dr. Meena Uprety, Ram Pokharel, Balram Acharya, Ram KC, 
Durga Thapa, Sumant Ghimire, Anita Wagle, Chandra Kanta Ludari 

Floor discussion: 

Summing up of the conference and thanks giving 

06:30-07:00           Dinner and departure 
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;fdflhs kl/jt{gsf] ljZn]if0fdf k|fWofks ld>sf] of]ubfg 

 

 

z'qm/fh clwsf/L 

gshakragarib@gmail.com 
 

 

;dfh dfgj ;d"x, dfgjLo cGtlqm{of / cGt/;DaGwsf] Ps ;dli6 xf] . dflg; ;fdflhs ;+/rgfsf] k|d'v tTj xf] . 

dflg;n] g} ;fdflhs ;+/rgfsf] lgdf{0f ub{} NofPsf] xf] . xfd|f] ;fd' /x]sf] l;+uf] hut kl/jt{gzLn 5 . dflg; klg 

k|f0fL hutsf] Ps ;b:o xf] . p;sf x/]s cfjZostf oxL hutsf] kl/j]z;Fu} km]/abn x'Fb} hfG5g\ . ha dfgjLo 

cfjZostf km]/abn x'Fb} hfG5g\, tL cfjZostf k"/f ug{] cGtlq{mof / cGt/;DaGwsf k|lqmof tyf :j?k klg :jefljs 

?kdf km]l/Fb} hfG5g . ;dfhsf]  oxL km]l/g] k|lqmofnfO{ ;fdflhs kl/jt{gsf] ?kdf a'em\g] ul/G5 .  

;dfh kl/jt{gzLn x'Fb}gYof] eg] ;dfhzf:q pTklQsf] ;fGble{stf /xFb}gYof] . o;sf] cy{ ;dfhzf:qsf] d'Vo 

ljifoj:t' g} ;fdflhs kl/jt{gsf] k|lqmof tyf :j?kx? x'g\ . To;}n] ubf{ g} ;dfhzf:qsf ;+:yfksx? cu:6 sD6], 

xa{6 :k]G;/, OdfOn b'lv{d, d]S; j]a/ / sfn{ dfS;{ nufot ljåfgn] ;dfhzf:qLo klxnf] l;4fGtsf] ?kdf ;fdflhs 

kl/jt{gsf] ljZn]if0f ug{] ;fdflhs pb\ljsf;jfb l;4fGtsf] lgdf{0f ug{ k'u] .  

o;/L ;dfhzf:qsf] d'Vo tyf leqL ljifoj:t' ;fdflhs kl/jt{g xf] eGg] dfGotf :yflkt /x] klg g]kfnsf] 

;dfhzf:qsf] ljsf;sf] qmddf g]kfnL ;fdflhs ;+/rgfsf] kl/jt{gsf ljifox?df sd}dfq ;dfhzf:qLsf] Wofg k'u]sf] 

b]lvG5 . k|f=r}tGo ld>n] ;fdflhs kl/jt{gnfO{ g} ;dfhzf:qsf] hggL dfGb} g]kfnL ;fdflhs ;+/rgfdf x'Fb} cfO/x]sf] 

kl/jt{gsf ljleGg kIfx?nfO{ ljifoj:t' agfP/ g]kfnL ;dfhsf kqkq s]nfpFb} ;fdflhs cg';Gwfg Pj+ 

cg';Gwfgd"ns cfn]v tyf s[lt k|sflzt u/]sf 5g\ .  

g]kfnL ;dfhsf] kl/jlt{t :j?knfO{ s]Gb|laGb' agfpFb} g]kfnsf] ;dfhzf:qsf] ljsf;df r}tGo ld>n] k'¥ofPsf] 

of]ubfgsf] rrf{ ug{] p2]Zon] of] cfn]v tof/ ug{] k|oTg ul/Psf] 5 . g]kfnL ;dfhsf] ljZn]if0f;FUf ;DalGwt y'k|} 

cfn]vdWo] g]kfnL ;dfhsf] ?kfGt/0f;Fu a9L glhs /x]sf g]kfnL ;dfhsf] Jofks k'gu{7g, kl/jt{gsf] wf/df kl/jf/, 

ufpFn] hLjg ;x/L ;kgf, gofF g]kfn M gofF g]kfnL, v'lslnFbf] ;fdflhs ;DaGw / /fhtGqsf] cGTo nufot cfn]vsf] 

kl/lwleq /x]/ tLcfn]v leqsf cGt/j:t' s]nfpFb} ;dfhzf:qL ld>n] ;fdflhs kl/jt{gsf ;DaGwdf p7fPsf 

;}4flGts Pj+ Jofjxfl/s ;jfndf o; cfn]v s]lGb|t 5 .  

mailto:gshakragarib@gmail.com
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Capitalism and Nepal:  
Some comments on the debate initiated by Prof. Mishra 

 
 

Youba Raj Luintel, PhD 
y.luintel@cdsatu.edu.np 

 

In the canvass of the political-economic debate in Nepal with regard to the contemporary nature of 

Nepali society and state, there appears a momentum in seeing Nepal as being capitalist.  For the last 

nearly three decades or so, Prof. Mishra has been arguing that Nepal's political-economic formation has 

historically and increasingly been predominantly capitalist and that its feudal attributes have weakened 

long before since 1950s (Mishra 1987). He outlines his arguments 13 years later in a more systematic 

manner and argues that capitalism was eventually a system to decline and to disintegrate (Mishra 2000, 

also see 2005). In a subsequent article Mishra (2004) attempts to substantiate his long-held belief and 

argument by analyzing Nepal's (a) structure of labour relations, particularly farm labour, (b) pattern of 

ownership over means of production, (c) the nature and the level of the cycle of expanded reproduction 

and reinvestment. With this he also admits, perhaps more clearly than ever before, that Nepali society 

embraces mixed characteristics of both feudalism and capitalism, but by historical trend and 

contemporary formation it has increasingly become "primarily" capitalist.  

 

Prof. Mishra's arguments are both bold and robust. One of his main strengths has been that he 

meticulously weaves his arguments with historical unfolding of Nepali society and thus remains 

persuasive. Among contemporary Nepali social scientists he is perhaps among the very few ones who 

keep on writing on capitalist development in Nepal applying the same analytical standpoint consistently 

for such a long period of time and with such a persuasion to find some more to catch up (for example, 

see Shrestha, 2014, Bhusal 2002). With the acknowledgement of the two major political parties from the 

left (CPN- UML and UCNP-Maoist) that Nepal had entered a capitalist phase, Prof. Mishra's arguments 

have drawn wider public currency even beyond academia.  

 

I am, by and large, convinced with the main tenets of Prof Mishra that Nepali society has become 

"primarily" capitalist. But since he paid little less attention in several of his contributions on matter of 

internal class analysis (or relations of production) with noticeable favour to exchange relations (see 

Wallerstein 1974, for example), in this paper, I will attempt to re-examine the main contentions of Prof 

Mishra by looking at some facets of relations of production that exist now and here in Nepali society. 

While doing so, I will also try to link this debate with similar earlier debates elsewhere, ones that 

espoused between late 1960s and early 1970s, for example, the mode of production debate in India 

between Ashok Rudra, Utsa Patnaik and Paresh Chattopadhyay, and the debate of transition from 

feudalism to capitalism between Paul Sweezy and Maurice Dobb and others.  
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Political transition and governance discourses in Nepal:  
An essay in honour of Prof. Chaitanya Mishra 

 
Madhusudan Subedi 

madhusudansubedi@gmail.com 
 
 

Nepal is currently passing through a period of momentous change in different spheres – economic, 

social, cultural and political. In this paper, I examine Professor Chaitanya Mishra’s outstanding 

contributions on politics and governance. Mishra often looks the form of ‘grand theorizing’ and 

witnesses in broad cross-national research and warns us that an explanation in terms of the 

immediately preceding set of variable(s) does possess the benefits of immediacy, concreteness and 

a certain instinctive appeal. But, at the same time, such an explanation short circuits long run 

historical and structural processes at work and, therefore fails to paint an adequate and authentic 

picture of the present and validly identify the future tendencies. Mishra argues that even as the 

Seven-Party Alliance and the Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist were the proximate actors which 

established a republican state of Nepal in 2006, a deeper historical-structural perspective is 

necessary in order to comprehend the end of a longstanding monarchy and the concurrent birth of 

a republic. Mishra further argues that the current elevation of ethnicity and ‘regionalism’ to 

dominance and the concurrent deemphasis of class and economic and consumption status is highly 

worrisome from the point of view of a nation-state. Mishra has been repeatedly emphasizing on a 

viable nation-state which must seek to integrate all disparate constituents together within itself. It 

has to ‘join together’ different social and cultural groups, tarai and hills, capital and labor, people 

and skills. Mishra suggests that the first important step towards institutionalization of loktantra in 

Nepal is to focus on social democracy which is the policy of affirmative action. Mishra's studies are 

longitudinal and prioritizes history, process, transition and transformation. His contribution on 

politics and governance is a testimony to the growing concern of Nepali social. 
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Education and social transformation of Nepal:  
An engagement with the writings of Chaitanya Mishra 

 
Pramod Bhatta1 

pramodbhatta@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Education is regarded as an important social institution, not only because of its sheer size but also 

because of its increasingly dominant role in the socialization process. Sociological engagement with 

education and/or schooling has been an important element of the growth of the discipline itself, which 

continues to flourish with the institutionalization of the ‘sociology of education’ sub-field.  

 

However, it would not be an understatement to say that sociological engagement with education has 

been wanting in Nepal. In this paper, I will critically engage with the educational writings of a prominent 

sociologist of Nepal, Chaitanya Mishra. In particular, I will focus on Mishra’s interpretation of the role of 

education and schooling in the social transformation of the nation. I will also attempt to draw out some 

implications for further strengthening sociological engagement with education.   

                                                           
1
 The author is associated with Martin Chautari and Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology, Tribhuvan 

University. 

mailto:pramodbhatta@gmail.com
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Ethnicity as a social and historical product: Some reflections on Chaitanya 
Mishra’s contributions 

 

Tikaram Gautam, PhD 
gautamtr@cdsatu.edu.np 

 

Ethnicity has recently drawn wide attention from scholars, politicians, as well as lay citizens 

across the world in general. This debate has been intense in Nepal in particular. Chaitanya 

Mishra, Professor of Sociology at Tribhuvan University, the pioneering sociologist of Nepal, is a 

prominent contributor to this debate. He has edited a book, written articles, lectured, and has 

been frequently interviewed by the media on ethnicity, which has arguably become the most 

contentious issue in Nepal today. This paper attempts to review some of the key perspectives and 

substantive contributions made by Prof. Mishra on ethnicity.  Prof. Mishra critically analyzes the 

two major perspectives on ethnicity, i.e. the primordialist and constructivist perspectives in the 

discourse on ethnicity in Nepal. He himself stands alongside and enriches the historical, 

structural, substantivist and constructivist line of inquiry on ethnicity. He critically analyzes the 

primordialist views on ethnicity (such as White, 2002; Gurung, 1997) that interpret ethnicity as a 

rigid, permanent, ascribed, and unchangeable identity of a particular group. On the other hand 

instrumentalists or constructivists (Barth, 1969; Fisher, 2001; Pfaff-Czarnecka, 1997; Wimmer, 

2008) consider ethnicity as fluid, temporary, achieved, and changeable identity of any group or 

community.  

Beyond this, in his own words, Mishra (2012:59) wishes to inquire into the contingent conditions 

that lead to the hardening of the ethnic boundary and into sets of historical and structural 

conditions and agency actions that lead to a fortification of the „ethnic wall‟ and a sharpening of 

ethnic distinctiveness and ethnic boundary as also of the conditions which soften the „ethnic 

wall‟. His arguments are reflected in his key articles (Mishra, 2012; 2013; July 2014; April 2011; 

May 2012; July 2012; December 2009) clearly reflect that ethnicity is not a permanent identity 

associated with people of a particular group or community that remains unchanged forever. 

Rather it is fluid, changeable, and constructed at a particular historical context, such as those 

described by Gellner (1997). He also argues that state policies on economy, polity and culture 

can influence the nature of the ethnic boundary.  
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Theoretical and methodological contributions in social analysis by Prof Mishra: 
Some reflections 

 

 

Tulsi Ram. Pandey, PhD 
trpanday2001@yahoo.com 

 

The social world which we encounter is much complex than that which is visible in its objective 

expression. What we observe in its objective manifestations are people either as individuals or 

as collectivities, sometimes in motions and at others in motionless situations. In reality, both 

these motions and motionless situations of the human population are patterned regularities. 

They are instituted under some rules and they exist for the fulfillment of some individual or 

collective goals. These objectives, rules, and patterns of human behavior are abstract 

phenomena. They can be understood only in symbolic or conceptual terms. The process of 

grasping the meaning of these abstract contents of society in a conceptual term is a difficult 

task. It requires diligent effort through the investment of academic caliber. 

At the same time, human population performs its task through affiliating itself with different 

scales of institutions for the fulfillment of a variety of its objectives. Some of these objectives 

are specific, apply to a specific category of people, and are connected to a specific kind of 

institutional levels. Some others are broad, relatively ambiguous and connected to a wider 

circle of national and international society. These variations in social niche and objectives of 

human activities open a wide variety of social fields for scholars to engage into academic 

discussions. 

 Until mid-1970s, the mainstream debate on social science literature in Nepal was guided by 

two categories of theoretical and empirical traditions. One category of them was represented 

by descriptive type of ethnographic studies conducted at the micro scale of local communities. 

Another category of them was represented by the functionalist or liberal variant of political and 

economic discussions concentrated mainly on issues related to notional level of institutions. 

There was some literature following a critical approach. Its focus was to highlight on conflict of 

interests in political agenda hold by members belonging in the community of political elite. 

There was hardly any attempt to address the problems faced by common mass of society. 

 From the late 1970s, there appeared a major break to this intellectual tradition. Some foreign 

scholars inaugurated the process of taking local issues into discussion through placing them 

within the framework larger scale of national and global societies.  The entry of Dr. Chaitanya 

Mishra in early 1980s in the social science debate of Nepal provided a strong leadership for 

more than three decades to put forward this analytical tradition. His major  contributions to 
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theoretical and methodological aspect of Nepalese social analysis can be summarized as 

follows:  

(a)  He has emphasizes that the problems of common population have to be placed in epicenter 

of discussion in the debates held in any type of social science descipline. (b) He has established 

that it is inadequate to discuss these problems only from the point of view of what they appear 

in their empirical situations. These problems are affected also by those economic and political 

forces which are originated at the national level or at global society. (c)  He mentions that local 

societies are the part of a global system. This system is maintained through international 

expansion of capitalism. The problems faced by and the opportunities available for any local 

social units have to be understood in terms of their place under the structure of this larger 

system. (d) Human society and hence Nepali society as well is not a homogenous entity. It is 

differentiated and  hierarchised in multiple layers of social and economic  categories. The 

problems faced by its people have to be understood within the context of their place within this 

system of hierarchy. (e) Each of these problems has a historical context. Their meanings have to 

be sought in this historical context and its dynamics.  

Within the history of his academic engagement, the epistemological base of his academic 

exercise has been gradually transformed in a continuum from the point of a thin but radical 

variant of Marxist philosophical principle to Marxist revisionism and then towards closer to 

democratic socialism. These changes  are based  partly in his own understanding of a very high 

level of affinity in the ideological orientation of Marxist revisionism and democratic socialism. 

Partly the changes undergoing during this period in the political and economic structure of 

Nepalese society also motivated him to transform his theoretical standing. Notwithstanding 

these changes in his theoretical engagement, Prof.  Mishra has sought to understand the 

process of continuity and change in different type and scale of Nepalese social institutions. 

While his wisdom has an enormous effect in social science debates of contemporary Nepal, 

there are however, some grounds to add in as well as to dispute with his arguments.  
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Migration and squatter formation in urban context: What lessons can 
we learn? 

 

Bala Ram Acharya 

Phd Candidate in Sociology, Tribhuvan University 

balaram_72@yahoo.com 

 

Worldwide, estimates are that one billion people are living in either slum or squatter settlements, 

and this includes one third of the world‟s urban population (UNDP, 2005). The cities have often 

engrossed the greatest inflow of migrants in search of livelihood opportunities. Usually, low 

income and high housing costs in cities are the immediate problems that facing by migrating 

population in the city which may great development challenges of government too at present 

days. There is a growing gap between income and market price of land, housing and day to day 

expenses. Such situation pushed the lower income people in vulnerable locations like river 

banks, on hillsides and even in landfill and dump sites at the edges of cities. It is not a single 

problem for a city rather it is multifaceted problems need to be identify comprehensively. 

Critical urban theory developed by Pahal, 1975, Rex and Moore, 1967 during the decade of 

1960s and 70s has stressed that urban issues could not be studied in isolation. These issues are 

connected to social, economic and political factors. Similarly, the political economy approaches 

after the decade of 1980s has used in academic field to analyze third world development. This 

approach has emphasized the structural aspect of urban issues like migration and urban 

inequality.  

The major objective of the study is to investigate the causes of migration and occurrence of 

squatter settlements in the Nahar Tole Squatter Settlement of Lalitpur District. A survey was 

conducted during the months of November to December 2013, and July 2014 among purposively 

selected household heads within squatter communities. 80 households were studied through a 

face-to-face interview with the head of each household. The study was mainly concerned to 

address demographic structure, socio-economic backgrounds, land tenancy pattern with in 

squatter settlement and questions relating to priorities to squatters.  Present study shows that 

urban poverty as the urban poor in cities is mostly rural migrants of lower class people of 

different region of Nepal which make source to increase marginality viciously in urban contexts. 

Growing squatter settlements in Kathmandu Valley is an example of urban poverty is 

consequences of unequal development practices. Government's response to urban poverty has 

been observed neglected, limited and less effective in Nepal from its development history. The 

present study found that migration due to economic reasons was significantly higher. Among the 

non-economic push factors, some of the cases of migration into the Kahare Tole squatter 

settlement were due Maoist clash, ecological displacement due to floods and soil erosion and 

social and political contact of their relatives and political affiliation.  

 

Key Words: Migration, Squatter, Urban Poverty 

mailto:balaram_72@yahoo.com


20 
 

 

Pathways out of poverty: Analyzing child labor in the context of 

mothers' learning 

Dyuti Baral 

dyutibaral@gmail.com 

 

Literature links child labor incidence to poverty. The parents are often seen to be reducing their 

time in household work and employing their child in domestic activities and / or pulling them out 

of school, so that the former are freed up for earning in the labor market. Alternatively, the 

parents may also send or bring the child to the labour market to supplement the income. 

Reducing child labor is seen as inherently contingent on the economic variable of family income, 

with higher the income, lower the chances that a child is pushed into or pulled into child labor.  

Recent research conducted in certain child labor prone VDCs of Dhading district however 

counters both the assumption that children will be pushed out in the labor market and that 

parents, especially mothers, struggling in poverty will be inclined towards the same. The 

research directs attention to yet another variable that could critically determine the incidence of 

child labor – mother‟s learning. Learning is perceived as transcending the 3 R‟s and including 

knowledge, self-awareness and self-realization. The current research paper accordingly directs 

attention towards “Grihini Shikshya” and the way this has shaped mother‟s attitude around child 

labor leading to her re-thinking of poverty and ways of getting out of it.  
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Perception and motivation of female trekking guides on tourism in 
Pokhara 

 

B. K. Parajuli and Bharat Gurung 

bkallyan@gmail.com 

 

 

Tourism is alive with dynamic growth, new activities, new technology new markets and rapid 

changes records numbers of tourists are travelling the globe attracted by an increased variety of 

term package cruises, adventures and independent itineraries. Tourism has become prime 

industries in the world that employs in a large scale and generates income.  

Nowadays, Nepalese women are involved in many sectors. And certainly, tourism is one of the 

key industries for developing countries like Nepal. Hereby, being a Female Trekking Guide, it is 

one of the challenging jobs for them. So, this research focuses on the perception of Female 

Trekking Guides towards this profession. 

Key Words: empowerment, sustainable tourism, women participation, motivation 
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Dynamics in tourism sector: Reflections on some recent protests in 
Nepal Tourism Board 

 

Prapanna Maskey 

prapanna.sociologist@gmail.com 

 

Tourism sector rely on positive relationship in between employers and laborers, political stability 

of the country and overall international social relationship. Tourism is sensitive sector where 

each and every entity of tourism sector determines the overall success and failure of tourism 

sector. Tourism sector explicitly and implicitly contributes in economic development of the 

country. Tourism sector facilitate to generate revenue to state and employ the people of Nepal in 

the situation of political stability. Realizing importance of tourism sector this paper highlights 

undergoing ebbs and flows of Nepali tourism sector. The paper attempts to analyze the ongoing 

conflicting phenomena in tourism sector adopting functionalist and conflict perspective 

collecting and analyzing primary and secondary data. Agency and structure invite the series of 

conflicting situation within Nepal Tourism Board. Irregularities in Nepal Tourism Board, 

absence of coordination among private and governmental sector, lack of proper evaluation of the 

laborers, lack of provision of insurance are the structural issues behind arising movement in 

tourism sector. Emergence of Joint Tourism Coordination Committee is the agency to lead the 

movement.  

 

Nepal Tourism Board and governmental agency lags to improve tourism sector in Nepal taking 

account of public private coordination. In this scenario Joint Tourism Coordination Committee 

emerged owing to compulsion rather than willingness to rectify social malady in tourism sector. 

Despite involvement of large section of private sector Nepal Tourism Board and governmental 

agency unable to work in coordinating manner. Experienced Private sector is able to solve the 

intra problem in between employers and employees. In the duration of movement the organizer 

witness the counter movement run by certain faction of labor leader. Absence of support of 

genuine laborers prevents their counter movement leading towards success. Employers regard 

counter movement organizer as short term benefit oriented novice leaders. As per employer 

bargaining tendency exist among them and they sought to achieve benefit in crisis. Nepal 

Tourism Board is neither able to coordinated with large section of private sector nor adequate 

infrastructural development is achieved. In this circumstances Nepal Tourism Board became 

mere a vehicle to extract profit. Joint Tourism Coordination Committee emerged as agency to 

transform undergoing situation of monopoly, corruption, irregularities within the structure of 

Nepal Tourism Board.   

mailto:prapanna.sociologist@gmail.com


23 
 

 

Politics and practices of ‘people’s participation’ in infrastructure 
development 
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After the 1990s, “People’s participation” became a common practice in resource management programs 
in Nepal. The Government of Nepal (GoN) has recognized the power of the concept and applied it in 
infrastructure development programs also. However, the donors (the World Bank, Department for 
International Development (DFID), and Swiss Development Cooperation) are advocating for the 
implementation of the concept in all development programs supported by them. As a result, 
government has adopted Environmental and Social Safeguard framework, which includes full 
participation of people in the programs. According to the Framework, GoN is responsible for designing 
people’s participation and mitigation of adverse impacts. However, the people’s participatory program 
designed and implemented by the GoN seems very political, just to show the donors.  Almost all peoples 
included in users committee and other local committees are either unaware of the program details or 
are blind supporters of the local staffs. Hence, this article examines the status of people’s participation 
in different dimensions of rural road construction/upgrading program under Ministry of Federal Affairs 
and Local Development. 

 

The approach was adopted in development programs after the success in community forestry programs. 
It was applied in infrastructural sectors without considering the causes and consequences of the success 
in forestry. Community forestry does not affect a user adversely rather it benefits equally to all by 
providing resources. The main methodology applied for this research will be observation of people’s 
participation in various activities of rural roads. Moreover, walk through survey, interview and group 
discussions will be the main tools of data generation.   

 

An infrastructure program affects the users differently. Inhabitants of the faces of a road have higher 
chances of adverse impacts. On the contrary, people of surrounding areas of the road would have a 
wide and smooth road without any adverse impacts. The local project staffs formed users and other 
local committees by including positively impacted people only which excludes adversely affected 
people. The safeguard framework is not distributed to adversely affected people and they are unaware 
of the policies of the donors and GoN. Neither, the government has clear policies for orientation to 
program managers and technical staffs for safeguard framework, nor force them for implementation. 
Hence, adoption of safeguard framework is also a politics to show the donors 
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Transformations in Nepal's Maoists: Will they transform the 
country? 
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The Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), CPNM has remained in the centre of discussion in the 

Nepal after it involved in 'People's War' in 1996. Maoists launched the People's War attacking 

police camps in Rolpa, Rukum, Sindhuli, Gorkha, Kalikot and rural areas of other districts for 

the purpose of establishment of 'New Democracy' in Nepal. The continuous face-to-face war 

between the people's liberation army of the Maoists and the Royal Nepal Army of the state took 

a toll of life of 17,265 people and disappeared at least 1,302. Many others were wounded and 

dislocated from their original village. However, the central committee meeting of the CPNM 

held in Chunwang on September-October of 2005 took decision in favor of establishment of 

democratic republic. Then, Maoists came into an agreement with the alliance of seven political 

parties to establish the ground for waging the Second People' Movement. The theoretical 

proposition of party transformation stipulates that the development of a party from birth to 

maturity is characterized by changes in the party‟s goals and activities. The documentary 

research, historical-comparative method, and unstructured interview with some scholars give the 

ideological, strategic and tactical transformation of Maoists. The secondary data set available in 

CBS and NLSS helps to analyze the socio-structural condition of Nepal. The prior research 

based on Maoists analyzed only the causes of growth of Maoists' activities (Mishra, 2007; 

Lawoti, 2010; Tiwari, 2010; Thapa and Sijapati, 2012). 

The revolution and political activities are based on structural components of society (Theda 

Skocpol, 1979: 18).These are the relationship between dominant class and the mass of the 

peasants working population, the internal class relations within the apparatus of the state, and the 

influence of international context. This article analyzes these structural causes of transformation 

of Maoists from the armed struggle to peaceful politics. The adaptation of non-socialist and 

populist ideology such as support of ethnic autonomy, the rising population of middle class and 

urbanization, intensification of capitalism, globalization, and the role of multinational 

organization compelled Maoists to leave its People's war and to make a compromise with 

mainstream political parties for peaceful democratic movement. 

Key Words: People's War, New Democracy, Ideology, Republic Democracy, Urbanization, 

Middle Class, Multinational Companies, Globalization 
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Social audit: Its practices and challenges in Nepal 
 

Madhav Prasad Timalsina 

(RMC Co-ordinator and Lecturer of Kabhre Multiple Campus) 

timalsina.madhav@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Social audit demands the polity of participatory democracy and peoples’ movement II 
established democracy with full participation of citizen in the realm of social accountability of 
governing authority. Inception of Social audit directives in the sector of education, health and 
local development during 2007-09, the promise of the governing authority is confined within 
the policies. This paper covers a part of social accountability i.e. social audit along with its 
history, practices and challenges to discuss about social audit in Nepal. Social audit as a case of 
research to argue about participatory democracy, this paper argues about participatory 
democracy, practices in different regions of the globe along with Asia and Nepal. Among four 
realms of sociology, this paper assimilates public activism. Audit as such is commonly 
understood as a terminology of management but etymologically, audit refers to hearing and 
social audit is a process of social interaction in which stakeholders share a common ground 
about the performance of authority. History, politics, citizenship and society have been linked 
with the very concept of social audit by analyzing propositions related to the practices based on 
secondary data. 

 This paper has seven parts viz. introduction: A Short History of Social audit, Practices of Social 
Audit, Social Audit in Nepal, Citizenship and Social Audit, Social audit and Polity, Challenges of 
Social Audit and Conclusion. History covers the evolution of social audit as a term that attached 
with social accountability of governing authority as well as references from mythology. The 
second part of the paper discusses about when the practices of social audit began in Nepal and 
by whom it was initiated. With the changing concept of citizenship, the changes in polity along 
with the rights have been addressed through social audit. Political shifts during timeframe 
demands shift in the rights and polity. The challenges of social audit covers both theoretical as 
well as practical base of social audit along with the references of Nepal. 
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The family and the shifting challenges of women 
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Family occupies an important place in any society as it is the basis of human society and culture. The 
concept of family arose due to both the biological and social needs in the beginning with the need of 
food and shelter and protection of women and children. The type of family has taken a long turn from 
the primitive hunting and gathering stage to the arrival of modern industrial and information era where 
women mostly indulged in the domestic spheres due to their prime role to procreate and nurture 
children. In the primitive society the norms were unwritten and based on moral obligations (what 
Tonnies calls gemeinschaft or community) where individual were bound to one another in a web of 
mutual interdependence that touched all aspects of life. Coming to the Industrial Era with the formal 
rules and regulations the family was also formalized and the relation also became impersonal (what 
Tonnies calls gesellschaft or society), less dependent for mutual support and moral obligation. In this 
type of family the norms and values were replaced by rational formal laws and family also became a 
shelter for individuals rather to share feelings and emotions. 

 

Passing through the traditional to modern age women had a lot of experience, from a barbarian to 
conservative to semi-conservative to free society, women's roles and responsibilities played a pervasive 
role at all times in all societies be it patriarchal or matriarchal (which is not in existence, the matrilineal 
type are often misinterpreted as matriarchal, almost all of the societies are patriarchal in nature, only 
the difference in the degree of women's oppression). While many societies in the South are still in a 
stage of transition with agrarian and pre-industrial stage many societies in the North have reached to 
the post-modern era of almost in the extinct of family life, due mainly to individualistic way of life. Even 
then the concept of a full fledged woman is the one who is a perfect mother and housewife. 
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Marriage migration from Nepal to Korea: A recent trend 
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In recent years, South Korea has seen an influx of foreigners. A large proportion of this 

population is composed by migrant workers and foreign spouse. With the acute shortage of 

prospective brides in the country, many South Korean men have no choice of finding foreign 

wife. However, shortage of prospective brides is not the only factor behind increased number of 

international marriage. Growing commercialization of such marriage is another reason that has 

made fake marriage (also called paper-marriage) popular in Korea.  

The main objective of this study is to analyze causes and consequences of marriage between 

Nepalese and Koreans highlighting their negative and positive experiences. The data collected 

between 2009 and 2011 entails semi-structural surveys, in-depth interviews and case studies. 

Based on cultural affinity, Koreans had preference finding spouse from China and Vietnam in 

the past. Recently,marriage brokers have discovered Nepal as a new destination for both real and 

fake marriages. However, most of the previous studies didn't focus on Nepal. The given reason is 

that the number of marriage migration from Nepal is small and considered as a negligible issue. 

Actually the issue of marriage migration from Nepal is more important than it is perceived.  

 

Although real and fake both marriages have followed the same legal procedures, we discovered 

their different life experience in Korea. In the cases of real marriage, many Nepalese women 

have suffered from abusive and abnormal husband and mother in-laws in Korea. They are 

restricted to move freely and encountered many difficulties in the process of acculturation. 

Notwithstanding,Some Nepalese daughter in-laws (menuri) have created a harmonious marital 

life in Korea. Thecases of fake marriage are quite different. These marriages are taken place on 

the ground of betrayal, unfaithfulness and fraudulence which requires serious attention of the 

receiving and sending countries.  

 

Key words: International Marriage, Abuse, Fraudulence, Migrant Workers, Migration 

mailto:bhattamadhabi@yahoo.com


28 
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the family? 
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Marriage is considered a universal practice. People find spouses by themselves or their parents 
and relatives assist them in the selection. When one finds spouse for oneself, i.e., by falling in 
love, it is said that ‘love is blind’. Thus they do not look for any preferred quality of the partner 
but just fall in love and get married ultimately in most cases. In Nepali society people are tied in 
the knot through arranged and/or through love marriage and sometimes through love-arranged 
marriages. Of the different kinds of marriages, arranged marriage is a common practice in 
Nepal. It is arranged through own family members, relatives, friends and or professionals 
traditionally known as “Lami”. However, certain qualities are considered while selecting a 
groom for a daughter and a bride for a son no matter who chooses them.  

Data used in this paper was collected as a part of my doctoral research during 2002. The sample 
respondents came from 205 households belonging to Bahun, Chhetri, Gandharva and Kumal 
caste/ethnic groups of Pokhara valley.  

Qualifications or criteria looked for while selecting spouse for daughters and sons differed in 
priority order. Most important criteria considered is that the groom should be able to support 
his wife. Thus he is expected to be educated and having a good earning. He should be ‘swasni 
palna sakne’ which means able to support his wife. The bride is also expected to be educated 
but not higher than the groom. She is not expected to ‘Logne palna sakne’ rather ‘ghar garna or 
ghar khana sakne’ which means able to manage the house. Thus a man is considered to be a 
bread-winner and a woman to be a home maker.  

Silvia Walby in her book theorizing gender argues that “there are six key patriarchal structures 
which restrict women and help to maintain male dominance.” In Nepali context, following her 
notion of patriarchy and going beyond her six structures, I will argue that patriarchy is sustained 
by the preferences of male superiority in spouse selection. In Nepali society the groom should 
normally have higher education, income and age than of the bride. It is accepted by both the 
groom’s as well as of the bride’s family. They look for groom who is superior to the bride in 
most of the criteria if not all. This shows that parents want their daughters to remain inferior 
and not equal to their husbands. The seed of patriarchy is thus sown even before a family is 
created. 
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;'b'/klZrddf 5fpk8L k|yfsf] cEof; / kl/jt{g 

 

k[t axfb'/ lai6 

pirt.bista10@gmail.com 

 

5fpk8L k|yf v; ;d'bfosf dlxnfn] /h:jnf ePsf] ;dodf b}gls lhjgsf sfo{x? lgoldt ;u gu/L 5'66} 

a;g] k/Dk/f xf] . of] rfn rng, l/ltl/jfh, ;+:sf/, dgf]efjgf, nufPt cEof; wfdL{s laZjf; / cf:yfdf 

cfwf/Lt ;fdflhs dfGotf xf] . cg';f/  ;+:sf/sf] ?kdf lasf; ePsf] of] k|yf dlxnfnfO{ /hZjfnf ePsf] 

a]nfdf ckljq dfGg] lxb' wd{sf] dfGotf o;sf] cfwf/ xf] . of] k|rng 3/ kl/jf/ / ;dfh :t/ af6} k'0f{ ?kdf 

lgodg ul/g] ul/G5  . g]kfn ;/sf/ nufot ;Dk'0f{ ;/sf/L tyf u}/ ;/sf/L ;+3 ;+:yfx?sf] kl/efiff cg';f/ 

/h:jnf ePsf] a]nfdf uf]7df /fVg] k|rngnfO{ dfq 5fpk8L k|yf eGg] / /hZjfnf ePsL dlxnfx?n] 3/d} 

a:g yfn]df 5fpk8L k|yf ;DaGwL ;d:of ;dfwfg e};s] eGg' klg at{dfg ;dfa]zL clwsf/ / lasf;sf] 

o"udf k'0f{ ?kdf ;dtfd'ns dfGg ;lsb}g . lxGb' wd{sf] dfGotf cg';f/ /hZjfnf ePsf] cjlwdf ul/g] 

;Dk'0f{ ;+:sf/ut s[ofsnfkx?df dlxnfx?nfO{ ;xeflu u/fpg] Aofj:yf ;dfhdf :yflkt geP;Dd 5fpk8L 

k|yf k'0f{ ?kdf pGd'ng ePsf] dflgb}g . csf]{ zAbdf eGbf 5fpk8L k|yfsf] h/f] lxGb' wd{sf] ckljqtfsf] 

dfGotf xf] o;af6 ;+k'0f{ lxGb' dlxnfx? s'g} g s'g} ?kdf cjZo klg lkl8t 5g\ .  

5fpk8L k|yf;DaGwL rf/j6f ;'rsx? a;fO ;+/rgf, kf]if0f, 5'jf5't sf] cGTo / ;fj{hgLs :yfgdf 

;xeflutfdf  ;'wf/ ePdf dfq klg 5fpk8L k|yf ePsf] dfGg ;lsg 5 . ;'b'/ klZrdf~rn tyf dWo 

klZrdf~rn lasf; If]qsf kxf8L lhNnfx?df 5fpk8L k|yf elgo klg ;du| g]kfnsf] lxGb' ;dfhdf /hZjfnf 

k|yfsf] ?kdf of] ;d:of gePsf] t xf]O{g t/ klzrd g]kfndf of] k|yfnfO{ clnslt s7f]/ ?kd} dfGg] 

ul/Psf]n] oxfsf] k|rf/ clnslt al9g} ePsf] xf] .  clxn] o;nfO{ cGwljZjf; /  s'l/ltsf] ?kdf AofVof 

ul/Psf] 5 . k|lrg ;dodf ;/;kmfO{ ul/ a:g] k/dk/f gePsf] ;dodf 5fpk8L nfO{ 5'66} a;fpg] sfd nfO{ 

ca}1fgLs dfGg ;lsb}g t/ ;dosf] ult ;+u} ;dfh la1fgsf] o"udf cfO{ k'Ubf of] k|yfdf ;dfhn] ;'wf/ ug{ 

g;Sg" a? of] nfO{ k'j{ hGdsf] kfk ;Demg", n] g} ;d:of v8f u/]sf] xf] . at{dfg ;dodf lzIfsf] ljsf;, 

hfthftL ;+usf] ;Dks{ cGo ;+;f/ ;+usf] ;dks{n] at{dfg ;dosf lszf]/ lszf]/L, o"jfo"atLx? k/Dk/fut 

5fpk9L k|yfnfO{ lg/Gt/tf lbg pgLx? g tof/ 5g g pgLx? rfx]/ klg lg/Gt/tf lbg ;Sg] ca:yfdf 5g .  

at{dfgsf] o; k'hLjflb ;dfhdf dfgL;x? 3/jf6 6f9f zx/df efO{ jlxgL ;+u} sf]7f lnP/ lzIff cfh{g 

ul//x]sf 5g . k9g] ;'tg] / vfgfvfg] Pp6} sf]7f 5 . lzIff k|fKt s;/L ug]{ Pp6}dfq pB]zo x'G5 . t/ 

ufpdf hfbfF ufpsf k/Dk/f klg dfGg] u/]sf 5g . b'O{ rf/ aif{sf] cg"ej o:tf]  e};s]sf] x'G5ls k9] u'g] kf] 

a'l4 cfpg] /x]5,, k9fO{df k|yd, cAan xf]O{bf] /x]5, sd{ u/] kf] kmn kfO{bf] /x]5 eGg] lsl;dsf] dfGotfsf] 

ljsf;n] 5fpk9L h:tf s'?lt / cGwljzjf;jf6 ;dfh] 5'6sf/f k|fKt ub{5 . o:tf z'e lbg ax'hghftLo 

;d'bfox?sf] a;f]jf; ePsf ;'b'/klZrd / dWoklZrdsf zx/L Onfsfaf6 ufp3/df lj:tf/ x'g] s|d lta| 

ultdf cuf8L a9]sf] 5 . ufp3/df lzIff, ;'rgf / k|ljlws, If]qdf eO{/x]sf] lta| ljsfz / lj:tf/sf ;fy} 

a;fO{ ;/fO{, aflx/L ;dfh / hfthftL ;+usf] ;Dks{n] klg 5fpk9Ldf cKgfO{Psf s7f]/ lgodx? nlrnf x'b} 

uPsf x'g . 

  



30 
 

 

Continuity and change in ‘Sangchep’ among the Bantawa Rai in East 
Nepal  

 

Raju Kumar Rai 

rajj_raii00@yahoo.com 

 

 

'Sangchep' is an economic exchange system among the Bantawa Rai. It is a process of an 

obligation of giving and receiving at the time of marriage ritual. Each family maintains and 

preserves history of economic contribution from its kin and relatives in a written document, 

locally called 'SangchepBanhi'. Through the medium of reciprocity and economic support, it 

creates and maintains social relationship and moral ties between among kin and relatives. As a 

result, the community members feel to have their bonding strengthened and dense. Sangchep is 

considered as a mobilization of resources for collective action.  

In this paper, I will try to analyze how Sangchep has been maintained in the age of globalization 

and how it has been adapted itself in the changing socio-cultural and economic dynamics. As 

pointed out by Wallerstein, institutional structures are changed and re-changed, amidst their 

interaction with forces. What forces are there in the Sangchep system, which compels the 

recipient to make a return? In order to generate information, fieldwork was carried out in 

September 2014 Ranibas VDC of Bhojpur district, Eastern Nepal, applying key informant 

interview as the main tool of getting data. Ritual experts (Nakchhong, Dowa, and Mangtangpa) 

and other knowledgeable elders were the key informants.  

This study confirms that Sangchep has been highly enforced and reinforced with its increasing 

links with bmacro structural forces. The understanding of Sangchep has changed over time in 

many ways. Originally, it was understood as an economic support within the community but 

now, it has been taken as a social and cultural status of family in the community. Literally, I have 

compared and contrasted between two different theoretical approaches of functionalism and that 

of thglobalization to substantiate the objectives and findings of this study.   
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In this paper, based on an ethnographic research on inter and intra-ethnic relations in a rural area 

in the Annapurna region in 2012-13, I argue that social scientists in general and sociologists in 

particular need to rescue the simplistic and even dangerous usage of the term „social‟ in the 

„social inclusion‟ discourse in Nepal. Most of the ethnicist discourse in Nepal draws legitimacy 

from its avowed association with social inclusion struggles. But, such a discourse validates only 

ethnic/caste surnames and popular stereotypical categories with racial undertones as the only 

legitimate markers of the social.  

 

This discourse perhaps tries to reverse the discourses of the past but ironically perpetuates rather 

than transforms the casteist, ethnicist and racialized discourses of the past. I argue that social 

inclusion is very important in Nepal, as elsewhere, to advance social citizenship, equity, justice, 

and progress. But meaningful inclusion can be achieved only if „social‟ is conceptualized as 

constituted not only by ossified cultural categories of the past, but increasingly more so by larger 

socio-economic processes such as globalization, modernization, urbanization, entrepreneurship, 

migration, education, profession, politics and the really practiced cultures of the present. These 

interactive processes promote or hinder social inclusion/exclusion, the nature of, and corrective 

for, which being determined by the specificity of the context. The surname-centric and 

ethnicist/racist  discourse not only denies justice to the really marginalized people who may have 

involuntarily inherited „dominant‟ sounding surnames, but also privileges the existing elites from 

the so-called marginalized ethnic groups at the expense of the really marginalized sections 

among them.  Moreover, by legitimating racialized discourses, it has the possibility to push 

Nepal in the direction of racial conflict.   
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This paper demonstrates major contradictions revolving around proposed federalization of the 

country. There are three major issues around which the debate revolves. The first contradiction 

centers on whether or not mono-ethnic identity should be the principal basis of federalization and 

state restructuring. It is contested that as many regions across the country are multiethnic and 

increasingly intermixed where there are hundred plus caste-ethnic groups and more than ninety 

languages and no single ethnic groups hold majority in any of these regions, then it is not 

plausible to frame provinces and state on the basis of separate mono ethnic identity. 

If provinces and state will be formed on the basis of caste-ethnic identity then it may create 

ethnic frictions and hostilities augmenting other ethnic groups and further demanding to draw 

and redraw the provincial line on the same principle of caste-ethnic identity. As James Fisher 

(2012) notes that ethnic identity is very much ambiguous, unbounded, internally differentiated 

and plastic in nature, then federalization and state restructuring of the country on separate ethnic 

basis is retrograde, retrospective and counterproductive. In his opinion, it will heighten the ethnic 

wall rather than to tears down. Shrestha (2012) argues that doing nothing in the prospect of 

democracy, transparency, accountability, and devolution of power to grassroots villages, the 

decision to go on ethnicity based federalization is like a jumping from a frying pan to the fire 

which is equal to the return at the imagined state of the baise/chaubise principalities. Mishra 

(2012) remarks that if identity is not a matter of seaman, and blood, and many ethnic groups 

undergo whirlwind of change and many micro revolutions and mutinies occur within each 

households in terms of generation of livelihood, organization of production, flux of migration, 

literacy, education, and expansion of capitalism at a time of intensive and extensive contact, 

mobility, interaction and intermingling, ethnical federalization will be like a neat ethnically 

aligned cartographic exercise. 

The second contested issue is that to what extent the provinces will enjoy the autonomy. Some of 

the activists are pushing for right to self determination. Citing the Rosa Luxemburg's great 

debate with Lenin during the formation of Soviet Union Mishra (2012) reminds us that in a 

capitalist society right to self determination is enjoyed by none but by capitalists. The right to 

self determination and self decision for laborers in capitalists' society is a utopian concept which 

is like to eat in a fictive gold plate. 

The third contested issue is the question of indignity. Exclusive rights, even prior rights and land 

claims are lurked behind indigenous rhetoric. The widely accepted but dubious and tricky 

assumptions hidden behind indigenous rhetoric are that the original inhabitants of the country 

should have special privileges to resources and the migrants should be behaved accordingly.   
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Dffgj Oltxf; / n}+lustfsf] ;fdflhs lgdf{0f 
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n}+lustf lgdf{0f s'g} cfsf:dLs hfb'do rdTsfl/s 36gf xf]Og . dfgj ;Eotfsf] ;'¿jftaf6 of] c+s'/fO, 

lj:tf/}–lj:tf/} eFmlub}, km}lnb} ;/ntfaf6 hl6ntfkm{ a[l4 x'b} cfof] . cnf}lss hfb'do k|s[ltdf :jhflto 

cl:tTj sfod ug{ k'¿if ;+3if{/t x'G5 . ;Gtfg pTkfbgdf cfˆgf] of]ubfg geO{ /x:odo k|s[ltsf] b]g dfGb5 

. cfˆgf] z'qmf0f'af6 ;Gtfg pTklQ ePsf]df hfgsf/ x'b}g . pgLx¿sf] ;xf/f / ;'/Iff ug]{ lhDd]jf/L dx;"; 

ub{5 . k|fs[lts pTkft, h+unL hgjf/ / cGo dfgj ;d'xaf6 cfˆgf] ;d'xsf] arfj6sf lglDt h:tf] ;'s} 

kl/:yltsf] ;fdgf ug{ tof/ x'G5 . 1fg / cg'ej ;+ufNb} ;efjgfsf of]hgf tkm{ pGd'v x'G5 . k|s[ltnfO{ 

lhTb} cfˆgf] :yfg ;'/lIft ub}{ hfG5 . cfjZostf kl/k"lt{sf lglDt k|s[ltsf] zf]if0f ug{ cfkm" cg's"n k|ljlw 

lgdf{0f u5{ . si6s/ hLjgnfO{ ;'udtf tkm{ ws]Ng] ;Defjgfx¿ vf]Hg] of]hgf a'G5 . cfˆgf] z'qm0f'af6 ;Gtfg 

pTklQ ePsf] /x:o kQf nufpF5 . ;Gtltsf] /Iffsf] lglDt :yfoL a;f]af; lgdf{0f u5{ . ;DklQ hf]8\5 . 

To;sf] /Iffsf lglDt j+z k/Dk/f / pQ/flwsf/ ;Dalw ;fdflhs ;+:yfsf] cfljisf/ u5{ . tt\ kZrft 

pQ/clwsf/ k'¿if tkm{ x:tfGt/0f x'g] lgod sfg"g agfpF5 . ;DklQ ;Gtlt / dlxnfnfO{ cfˆgf] sfa'df /fVg] 

kl/k+rsf] hfnf] a'G5 . aGwgo'Qm jftfj/0f tof/ u/L ;dfhsf 

;Dk"0f{ kIfsf] ;Qf cfˆgf] xftdf lnG5 . ;[li6nfO{ lgoldt / lg/Gt/tf lbg] :qL eg] dfl;s wd{, ue{wf/0f, 

k|;a cflbsf sf/0f zfl//Ls Pj+ dfgl;s ¿kdf sdhf]/ x'G5] . lg/Gt/ ;Gtfg hGdfO /fVg' kg]{ rqmaf6 

pGd'lQm kfplbg, ;bf ;f]xL lqmofdf ;+DnUg eO/xG5] . cfˆgf] :jcl:tTj lgdf{0fsf] cf}lrTo :yflkt ug{ gjLg 

of]hgf a'Gg] snf / of]Uotf clej[l4 ug{ c;dy{ x'G5] . kl/l:yltnfO{ cfˆgf] sfa'df kfl/ ;Defjgf tkm{ cu|;/ 

eO{ gofF dfu{ sf]g{ ;lSbg . gofF of]hgf / k|ljlwsf] ljsf; u/L :jhfltnfO{ ;xf/f / ;'/Iff lbgdf k'¿ifnfO{ 

;xof]u ug{ klg ;lSbg . p;sf] t lg/Gt/sf] rqm eg] s} ;Gtfg pTkfbg ug'{, :ofxf/ ;+ef/ ug'{ dfq xf], gofF 

b'lgofF agfpFg' xf]Og . zfl//Ls b'a{ntfsf sf/0f k'¿ifsf] lj/f]w ug{ ;lSbg . a¿ p;sf] gofF vf]h / 

cGj]if0fsf ;xof]uL aG5], ;3fpF5], cfˆgf] 5'§} cl:tTj b]lVbg\ . ;Gtfg pTkfbgsf] dxfg sfo{ u/]tfklg 

cfkm"nfO{ ;j{>]i6 3f]lift ug{ ;lSbg . zfl//Ls sdhf]/Lsf] nfrfl/kgn] g} dlxnf k'¿ifsf] bf;L ag]/ a:g afWo 

eO{ . of] k|s[ofn] g} ;'Gb/ dfgj ;dfh lgdf{0f ug]{ lgdf{tf dlxnfsf] b'u{lt eof] .  

hxfF cefj, si6 / cfjZostf x'G5 , ToxfF gofF ;Defjgfx¿sf] 9f]sf v'N5 eGg] pb\uf/ cg';f/ s]xL b'b{lz 

dlxnfx¿ c;dfg zlQm ;DaGw sf] hGhL/af6 cfkm" / cfˆgf] ;+;f/sf] d"lQmsf lglDt ;+3if{/t x'G5g\ / s]xL 

dfq ePklg :jtGq ¿kdf ;f; k]mg]{ jftfj/0f ;[hgf ub{5g\ . zfl//Ls ans} cfwf/df Pp6f ju{nfO{ sdhf]/ 

dfGbf csf]{sf] klg cl:tTj vt/df kb{5 . b'j} plQs} ;'v b'Mv u|x0f ug{ ;Ifd 5g\ . plQs} xsbf/ x'g\ eGg] 

dfgl;stf lgdf{0f x'g' ckl/xfo{ 5 . Psn] dfq g ;+;f/ ;[li6 x'G5, g ;d|If0f g ;Daw{g g lg/Gt/tf g} . 

Pssf] cefjdf csf]{sf] cl:tTj /xb}g . To;}n] clwsf/ k|fKtL / kl/rfngdf b'j}sf] ;lx:0f' ;xof]ufTds / 

efjgfTds cGt/;DaGw cfjZos 5 . Psn] csf]{sf] cl:tTj l:jsf{g' kb{5 . b'j} cf–cfˆgf] sfo{df ;+DnUg x'g' 

/ b'j}n] Ps cfk;df ;f}xfb{tf sfod /fVg' cfhsf] cfjZostf xf] . h;4f/f g} ;dtfd'ns ;dfh lgdf{0f x'G5 

. ;a} dfgj hfltsf] enf] x'G5 / ul/df klg a9\5 . 
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A study was conducted in Khairahani VDC of Chitwan district during 2007-2010 to examine 

changed gender roles across the generations and ethnicity in rural agricultural system. Tharus 

and non-Tharus (Brahmin/Chhetri) were selected to compare changed roles of gender across the 

distinctly set two generations. A reconnaissance survey was done to help determine sample 

households. Accordingly, 150 Tharu households and 181 non-Tharu households were 

purposively identified and used in the study by following a standard questionnaire survey. The 

total of 331 households and 662 respondents representing from both ethnic groups were 

interviewed. Change is not a single path or pattern, but depends on many factors, including how 

generation varies in pursuing ideas, and their relations with other components of the society. This 

could apply in the case of gender role, as revealed from this study. Change gender role and rural 

agricultural system was taken interdependent in terms of consequences of such change in gender 

role. Much of the concerns were for the lack of youth people in agricultural occupation due to 

possibility of departing from this field. Labour crisis was strongly felt during peak season for 

agricultural works possibly also due to youth migration to the international labour market. 

Change in labour management for agricultural activities is the recent trend, possibly due to 

higher level of educational attainment of the family members. This suggests need to consider 

such changes to adjust with appropriate planning and execution of the related development 

activities so that gender issues would be rightly addressed in decisions, participation and 

implementation process for rural agricultural development.  

Key Words: Gender, role change, generation, ethnicity, rural agriculture, labor crisis  
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Gender is a concept related with the socio-cultural and psychological behavior of the people that 

makes the distinction which is associated with the biology of the individual. It is a role 

expectation of the individual in a given society. It is a socially constructed notion of what is 

feminine and masculine, thus also the understanding of what it is to be a man or a woman. It 

varies across time and cultures. Thus it is defined by the terms: feminine and masculine. The 

qualities and characteristics of a person are not dependent on their sex, but different conducts and 

mindsets are connected to and defined by gender. 

Norway is often used as an example of a country with a high degree of gender equality. Norway 

and the Nordic countries in general have a higher proportion of women in parliament and other 

formal position than other countries in the world. This is the result of year long struggle for 

gender equality. The women of different parties (mostly the Labour Party Women) and the 

 Norwagian Women's Movement have through decades worked for gender equality in Norway. 

The high degree of gender equality in Norway has been reached by working in several arenas; 

through the trade unions, political parties, in women's organizations, by some women leading the 

way and breaking the settled norms and by making gender equality established in laws and 

customs. 

Changing norms is a comprehensive exercise; it is important to work in political level and at the 

same time holding up the best practices and demanding change in everyday life. 
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Gender sensitization: A review of primary school curriculum 

 

Sumant Ghimire 

sumantghimire38@gmail.com 

 

Gender sensitization theories claim that modification of the behaviour of teacher, parent and school 
curriculum toward children can have a causal effect on gender equality. Gender assumption and gender 
based social discrimination exist throughout society from organizational planning to the everyday 
interaction at the workplace. Gender sensitization refers to the modification of behaviour by rising 
awareness of gender equality concerns.  

Gender is a social-psychological term which refers to our awareness and reaction to biological sex. The 
hidden curriculum refers to the unspoken and unofficial norms, behaviour and values that kids learn at 
school in addition to the official curriculum of math, science, social study and so on. School reinforce 
larger cultural message about gender. Socialization is the process of learning the rules of the social 
group or culture to which we belongs or hope to belongs. Through school curriculum we internalize or 
accept as correct, the rules and accepted norms of the society. There is a long-standing and continuing 
assumption that early childhood socialization determines who one will be permanently. The 
construction of gender identity is influenced by the school level curriculum and that in accordance with 
the social domination of the group. The childhood socialization directly influences the day to day activity 
of an individual. Thus the gender bias curriculum may lead to produce discriminate social group in our 
society. 

It is considered that children pick up the gender role more kinaesthetically relating the social reality 
through pictorial images than by disciplinary or verbal actions. In sum socialization serves as an effective 
way to impose values and norms on the individual. Internalization of the values of a system through the 
socialization process is a powerful way to perpetuate that system. Thus the socialization of the children 
during their childhood stage is the first and fore most steps for construction gender equal society. It is 
important to review the school curriculum to assure that the curriculum needs to be gender friendly. 

 

Key Words: Socialization, School Curriculum, Gender Discrimination 
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The aim of this study to explore the present leadership status of women in teacher's union.The 

study intend to identify the possibilities of gender bias on distribution of facilities, attitudes 

towards women's leadership, women's own perspective regarding leadership and affecting factors 

of teachers (male and female) to Union. Survey questionnaire, focus group discussion, interview 

and case study method were applied in the study. I have chosen six hundred samples for survey 

from six districts. Each district covers one hundred samples. Each development region covers 

one district except the Central Development Region which covers two districts. At all the 

districts the survey focused on female teachers working at municipalities, i.e. not VDCs. 

More male are involved than female in top level of Union. Female are less interested to handle 

leadership, some constraint barriers among women during leadership, women friendly 

environment should be necessary for more involvement of women in the leadership level in 

Union. This is important because education is the secondary institution to build social 

relationships in the society. Women teachers are the actors and part of the education system their 

participation can play vital to make inclusive education system.  Nepal is the federal republic 

country and to make inclusive society, the study explores effect of Union's role in the school. It 

provided information to relevant stakeholders moving forward to strengthen women in their 

respective sectors. It presents the overall picture of Women teachers‟, level of knowledge about  

teachers facilities, Union's role  regarding getting facilities, women liveliness in the Union as 

well as in teaching profession,  problems, issues in terms of women and suggestions provided to 

Teachers‟ Union, male leaders & the Government. This studies relevance internationally in terms 

of research as well as capacity building in the context of women empowerment in Nepal. 
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This paper explores the socio-educational issues of urban public schools and slum children. 

While exploring the issues of urban public schools, the paper examines the impact of education 

privatization in selection of the school types in urban context and the effects they pose on student 

enrolment and school effectiveness. Likewise, in the context of slum community, this paper 

examines the issues of schooling of slum children in relation to their social, economic and family 

status. Together, the study seeks to assess the existing educational policies and its practices in 

Nepal. The paper is based on a study that was conducted in four public schools and a slum 

community situated within the urban setting of Kathmandu valley. Schools were selected 

purposively from all three districts of the valley with coeducational; with secondary level; and 

with at least15 years of operation period. Similarly, slum area was selected based on the size of 

the area covered and had a public school within the slum vicinity. Our study was basically 

qualitative in nature and the respondents comprised headteachers, teachers, SMC members, PTA 

members, parents and the students of the sample schools as well as parents and children of the 

slum community. 

The findings showed that parents prefer to choose private schools instead of public schools. 

parental preference to school choice is significantly linked to aspiration for English, middle class 

jobs, social distinction and higher status which has resulted in the decreasing trend of student 

enrolment and higher drop-out in urban public school. Similarly, the findings depict the low 

quality and poor management of urban public schools. In case of schooling of the slum children 

poverty, family background, family disputes, lack of proper guidance at home and higher 

dropout rates are the major constraining factors. However all parents aspire to provide better 

educational opportunities to their children. The role of different NGOs has been found pivotal in 

supporting children‟s education.  
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pRrlzIffdf ;xefuL x'g] ljBfyL{x?sf] ?rL, l;sfOsf] z}nL / ;fdflhsLs/0fsf] ax'ntf / ljljwtfsf sf/0f 

sIff sf]7fdf l;Sg] tl/sf / rfxgfx? km/s–km/s x'b} cfPsf 5g\ . km/svfnsf] ef}uf]lns / ;fdflhs 

kl/:yLltn] km/s tl/sfaf6 lgdf{0f ePsf ljBfyL{x? Pp6} sIffdf /x]/ l;Sg] k|s[ofdf ;xeflu x'bf 

sIffsf]7fsf] cGt/lqmofTds 9fFrf klg lg/Gt/ abnL/x]sf] 5 . olb xfd|f l;sfOsf 9fFrfx? ablng ;s]sf 

5}gg\ eg] ToxfF lzIfs / ljBfyL{ aLrsf] l;sfO ;DaGw k|efljt ePsf] 5 . of] k|efjn] ljBfyL{sf] z}lIfs 

u'0f:t/ lgdf{0fdf, ljBfyL{sf] /f]huf/ ahf/ lgdf{0fdf , lzIfs k|lt ljBfyL{sf] ljZjf; / wf/0ff lgdf{0fdf , 

/fHosf] hgzlQm ahf/df xfd|f ljBfyL{x?sf] Ifdtf tyf d'No lgwf{/0f k|s[ofdf k|ToIf–k/f]If c;/ kfb}{ 

cfPsfn]  pRrlzIffdf lzIfs ljBfyL{ aLrsf] l;sfO ;DaGw dfly ;dfhn] cf}Nofpg yfln;s]sf] 5 . o;} 

sf/0fn] u'0f:tl/o lzIffsf nflu ;dofg's'n / ahf/cg's'n kf7\oqmd lgdf{0fsf]  kIf t 5b} 5 , u'0f:tl/o 

lzIf0f l;sfOsf s'/fx? klg plQs} lhDd]jf/ b]lvPsfn] kf7\oqmd kl/dfh{g ;Fu} l;sfO k|0ffnLnfO{ g} 

kl/dfh{g ug{ ;]d]:6/ df]8ndf sIff ;~rfngsf cEof;x? ;'? ePsf] xf] .  To;dfly klg ;fdflhs 

cGt/lqmofTds ;DaGwsf] cWoog ug]{–u/fpg] ;dfhzf:qsf sIffx?sf] u'0f:tl/otfsf nflu kf7\o–ljifosf] 

u'0f:tl/otf dfqn] gk'uL xfd|f lzIf0f–l;sfO{ k2ltx?sf] u'0f:tl/otfsf af/]df klg ca ljj]rgf x'g} k5{ eGg] 

dfGotfn] of] ljifodfly  cfTd;ldIff yflnPsf] 5 .  

x'g t u'0f:tl/o lzIf0f eg]sf] s] xf] eGg] af/]df o;sf] AofVof Tolt ;lhnf] 5}g . of] ljBfyL{u'gf, lzIfsu'gf, 

d'Nof+sgstf{ u'gfdf cfwfl/t eP/ cy{ lbg] kl/l:ylt xf] . To;}n] t czn lzIfs / czn lzIf0fsf 

kl/efiffx? ;b}a ck'/f nfUg] ub{5g\ . t/ h] eP klg u'0f:tl/o lzIf0f eg]sf] clgjfo{tM ljBfyL{ s]lGb|t ljlw 

g} xf] . ljBfyL{x?nfO{ a9L ;lqmo agfpg] / ;a} ljBfyL{nfO{ l;sfOdf k|]l/t ug]{ tl/sfsf] vf]lh g} clxn]sf] 

rf;f] xf] . o;n]] lzIfsdf s]xL 1fg ;Lk Ifdtfsf] k|:t'lt snfsf] rf;f] eGbf klg o:tf] vfnsf] l;sfO 

jftfj/0f  lgdf{0fsf] h?/L b]vfPsf] 5 hxfF ljBfyL{x? cfk;df l;Sg–l;sfpg  pT;flxt ag'g\ Ù cfk;L wf/0ff 

s]nfpg, hfFRg / agfpgdf ;xeflu ag'g\ .  

;dfhlj1fgsf ljifox?df u'0f:tl/o lzIf0fsf nflu xfd|f lzIf0f–l;sfO{ cEof;x?sf] cfTd;ldIff h?/L 

b]lvPsf] 5 . vf;ul/ sltko xfd|f lzIf0f z}nLdf ePsf lelqof s'/fdfly ljj]rgf x'g' h?/L 5 . lzIf0f 

k2ltx? dfly ;ldIff ub}{ :yfgLo 1fg / cEof;nfO{ ahf/Ls/0f ug'{ klg k5{ eGg] dfGotfn] of] k|of; ul/Psf] 

5 .  

;dfhzf:qsf] lgoldt ljBfyL{ x'b} sl/j !@ jif{ ;Ddsf] lzIf0f cEof; , cjnf]sg, k|of]u / cfTd;ldIffn] 

dnfO{ h'g kf7 l;sfPsf] 5, To;nfO{ s;L nufpg g} lzIf0f z}nL dflysf] cfTd;ldIff ug{ vf]h]sf] xF" . 

vf;ul/ ;dfhlj1fgsf] pkfb]otf a9fpg / ;dfhj}1flgsx?nfO{ :yfgLo cEof; , cg'ej, wf/0ff / 1fgdf 

cfkm\gf] sd{, wd{ / pkof]u vf]Hg] tyf 1fgsf] ahf/Ls/0f ug]{ k|j[lQsf] ljsf;sf nflu cEof;df lnOPsf 

lzIf0f k2ltn] plQ;fx|f] 6]jf k'¥ofpg ;s]gg\ eGg] dxz'; u/fPsfn] ;dfhzf:qsf] lzIf0f l;sfO k2ltnfO{ 

…sIffaf6 ;dfh;Dd, ;dfhaf6 sIff;DdÚ cGt/;DaGw agfpg ;3g lzIf0f k2lt lgdf{0fsf] vfFrf] b]lvPsf] 

;Gbe{ k|:t't ug{ vf]h]sf] 5' . ljBfyL{{{ / lzIfs b'a}sf] ef]lnnfO{ pHofnf] kfg{sf nflu cfh xfd|f lzIf0f l;sfO 

k2ltdfly uDeL/ ;ldIff / ;+sNk ug'{ h?/L ePsf]  ;Gb]z lbg' d]/f] sfo{kqsf] d'n Wo]o /x]sf] 5 .  
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Climate change: Impact in drinking water and socio-cultural 
adaptation 
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It is argued that very few studies are carried out on climate change (CC) integrating both 

sociology and science. A few studies done on CC are primarily focused in natural sciences but 

focuses less on local perception (Salik and Byg 2009; Crate and Nuttall, 2009; Poudel 2012 and 

Dixit 2013). The lack of studies on the subject of CC in social field has prominently been seen 

(yearly 2009, Dixit et al. 2009). Although local perception and understanding of CC is an 

important issues for now a days because it would disturb all structure of society. Therefore, it is a 

dire need to study together.  The major focus of the research was stated by two basic research 

questions: how does CC impact to local people due to water problem? And, how do local people 

adapt through socio-cultural practices for fulfilling drinking water? This research presents the 

affect of CC in drinking water and the adaptation techniques practiced by the local people at 

Sanne area of Ramechhap District. The research design was done on the basis of qualitative and 

constructivist approach. Additionally, participant observation, interview and focused group 

discussion were done for gathering the data.  

I found that CC has negative impacts to the study area as drought has increased in last 10 years 

that caused drying out water sources partially and/or completely. As a consequence, it has 

impacted to women health, children education, increase family workload and conflict among 

neighbours. Furthermore, parents and relatives of girls generally do not accept to get married 

with boys of the area that contributes in change in social institutions and relationship. Moreover, 

people living upland have been migrating to lowland particularly riverside due to subsequent 

water scarcity and there is no increase in household number in the area over the last three 

decades. Furthermore, both conflict and cooperation have been experienced within the society. 

However, inhabitants of study area are adapting through socio-cultural practices like locking in 

tank for collecting water; using generator for pumping out water for drinking and irrigating in 

lowland, fetching water for sick neighbours, old aged families and guests. In general, water 

distribution from local water sources are on the basis household number. Local people have been 

fetching drinking water from Tamakoshi to upland area spending at least 3 hours by walking.  

 

Key words: Climate Change, Adaptation, Socio-cultural Practices, qualitative, Drinking Water, Drought  

                                                           
2
 PhD Scholar, Sociology and Anthropology Department, Tribhuwan University, Kirtipur. 

mailto:anita.shrestha24@hotmail.com


41 
 

 

Suicidal rate on the rise: The trend of suicide in Chitwan district during 
2061-2069 BS 

 

Anita Wagle 

Lecture of Shaheed Smriti Multiple Collage, Tandi, Chitwan 

Awagle65@gmail.com 

 

This is a descriptive analysis of the status of suicide committed in Chitwan  district of Nepal 

during last nine years(2061-2069). The term suicide applies to any death which is the direct or 

indirect result of an act accomplished by the victim. Altogether 682 cases of suicide have been 

noted in past nine years. This secondary data has been collected from the District Police Office. 

The police has collected the information of suicide unsystematically, so depending on this 

information name, age, sex, location, mode, place of death and marital status has been analyzed.     

  

If we look the data of suicide of the Chitwan district of the last nine year 343(50.29%) victims 

were male whereas 339(49.71%) were females as per the record of the District Police Office. 

Specifying marital status, there is higher suicide rate among married person (61.0%) compared to 

the never married ones (25.0%). Widower suicide rate (6.3%) is little greater than the widow 

(4.4%).  

 

Giving emphasis on the mode of suicide during the last nine years poisoning (43.10%) appears 

on top, followed by hanging (55.25%). The suicide case by drowning (2.49%) and burn (0.14%) 

was recorded less. Suicide by the location has also been recorded. The rural suicide rate (71.2%) 

is greater than the urban suicide rate (26.8%).  
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This paper aims to engage with the manifestations of changes in perceptions and actions of 

actors or their agencies in the current process of social transformation in Nepal. In an attempt to 

theorize characteristic features of “capitalist transition,” Chaitanya Mishra deals with the way 

how Nepalese society has experienced changes in the field of economic activities, social 

relations, political institutions and ongoing constitutional reforms, and highlights the process of 

transformation in micro institutions of the society such as family, marriage, kinship, 

consumption pattern and value system (Mishra, 2006, 2010). It is, however, important to 

problematize this phenomenon as it would not remain untouched by "evil forces” like monetary 

logic of the market, deepening of consumerist culture and individualist lifestyle at the expense of 

collective work, reciprocity and "humane" character of social relations. Hence, the study would 

try to understand and interpret the evolving trends in social relations particularly in response to 

the changes in institutions at structural level and their local specificity.  

The objectives of this paper can be categorically divided into the following areas: first, the paper 

looks at Mishra's position on capitalist transition of Nepalese market and its implications to the 

process of social transformation; second, the paper attempts to problematize this process 

manifested in individual actions and interactions, and the nature of their relationship often 

characterized by “monetized" intentions, practices and "driving forces"; third, the paper then 

examines its intersection with coercive regime of the state (law and order) and value system 

(individual references and priorities). In doing so, this paper captures perceptions, motivations 

and meanings that individuals attach to dialogue, cooperation and contestations with other 

individuals. The paper also tries to bring in some insights from Giddens work on agency-

structure duality (Giddens 1984; Ritzer 2002) to understand human actions and motivations. The 

study is mainly based on narrative analysis of data generated from researcher‟s conversations, 

interactions and in-depth interviews with individuals belonging to different walks of social life.  
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